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PERTH STORMS — STATE EMERGENCY SERVICES 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [2.11 pm]: Over the past decade there 
has been an increase in the severity of natural disasters. In the past 18 months alone, we have witnessed the 
destructive forces of nature not only in Australia but worldwide. In the past few months Western Australia has 
experienced a series of natural disasters, including cyclone Laurence and the Broome bushfires in the north west, 
destructive regional bushfires in Toodyay and Badgingarra, storms in the great southern, the devastating storms 
that had a severe impact on metropolitan Perth and, more recently, a flood at Kambalda. The coordination, 
response and recovery involved in all of these incidents required a mammoth around-the-clock effort from all 
areas of the Fire and Emergency Services Authority, including State Emergency Service volunteers, career and 
volunteer Fire and Rescue Service officers, bushfire brigade volunteers and FESA staff.  

When we drive around the Perth metropolitan area, we can see tarpaulins covering roofs of homes and 
businesses. There are literally thousands of cars with dents and smashed windows. It is of course the legacy of 
the worst storm WA has experienced in 16 years.  

Just before 4.00 pm on Monday, 22 March, Perth was thrown into chaos when a severe thunderstorm hit, 
bringing with it the full force of nature. Thousands of homes and businesses were damaged by hailstones the size 
of golf balls. There were more than 3 000 calls of assistance to FESA’s State Emergency Service. The worst 
impact of the storm was in Perth’s north metropolitan zone. By 7.00 pm, 158 000 customers were without power. 
Flash flooding made our roads dangerous, and 180 traffic lights were blacked out. Community and public 
infrastructure was not immune. At least 32 schools and 11 hospitals were damaged. Some schools were forced to 
close for the remainder of the week. Food producers suffered extensive damage to commercial vegetable crops. 
The Insurance Council of Australia estimates the value of insurance claims at almost $900 million. That is seven 
times the previous highest recorded storm damage bill, from May 1994.  

This government is committed to community recovery. The Premier announced that disaster assistance would be 
available for eligible persons through the Western Australia Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements. 
Under the scheme, local governments have been assisted in clean-up operations and at least $200 000 worth of 
personal hardship and distress payments have been provided to people for emergency clothing, food and 
accommodation.  

At the heart of all the work to get the city and its residents’ lives back to normal are the extraordinary men and 
women who make up our emergency services. I want to single out the more than 200 members of the FESA 
State Emergency Service, who, in their bright orange overalls, immediately responded to assist the community. 
They worked selflessly day and night to help others. Some volunteers put others first, even though they had 
sustained damage to their own homes. The metropolitan SES units were assisted by regional SES volunteers 
from Broome, Port Hedland, Karratha, Geraldton, Kalbarri, Bunbury, Collie, Manjimup, Mandurah, 
Donnybrook, Narrogin, Albany, Mt Barker and Gnowangerup. There were also 94 SES personnel from Victoria, 
New South Wales and South Australia. We are grateful to employers across Western Australia and the other 
states who agreed to release workers from their jobs so that they could carry out their SES duties. The SES was 
supported by Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service crews, Bush Fire Service firefighters, career Fire and Rescue 
Service firefighters, police, ambulance officers, the Department for Child Protection, Main Roads Western 
Australia and many other organisations, charities and government agencies. They all did an outstanding job and 
it is reassuring to know that they are there when their community and their state needs them. 

Mr Speaker, volunteers are the backbone of our communities; Western Australia would be lost without them.  
 


